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November 2010

Dear Windrush Friend:
I hope you enjoy reading the articles in this Annual Report for  
2009 – 2010. They highlight some of the recent activities of our  
students, parents and guardians, and teachers, and are a small  
sampling of how the Windrush School mission of serving students  
and families by providing an excellent education grounded in  

Progressive Principles is made real. As you read the stories about the trip to China that eight Windrush teachers 
made this summer, the parent-run Windrush Farm Stand, and the amazing activities of a few recent Windrush  
alumni, I hope you will keep in mind how they evoke our core values of excellence, authenticity, inspiration,  
community engagement and sustainability.  

Windrush faculty and staff have worked over the last year to phase in objectives of our Strategic Plan. Key  
among these objectives were:

•	Completing a major revision of the curriculum scope and sequence which organizes curricula around  
interdisciplinary themes. This allows for an active and inquiry-based approach, keeping learning engaging 
for both students and teachers.

•	Expanding the Mandarin Chinese and Chinese Cultural Literacy program, hiring Linna Fang to teach Mandarin  
both in Elementary Afterschool and as a Middle School elective. Linna was named the “Teacher of the Year 2010” 
by the Association of Northern California Chinese Schoools.

•	Transforming the community service program into a fully developed service-learning program. The Service 
Learning Program is project-based learning that is driven by student interest and incorporates content learning, 
student experience, social action and reflection. An ongoing example is The Watershed Project in Dianne Driscoll’s 
Antares 3rd Grade. The class created an environmental action plan for our local marsh and mudflat habitat which 
the class visits to study the concept of environmental change.

At Windrush we rely on our community of parents, guardians, grandparents, friends, faculty and staff to support  
our activities through gifts of time and service as well as money.  These individuals assist in the classroom,  
chaperone and drive to field trips, work at the farm stand, help with the Friday Lunch program, put on events like 
the Fall Harvest Fair and the Spring Gala, chaperone dances, serve on the Board of Trustees and various committees, 
bake and cook for bake sales and potlucks, speak at assemblies and, of course, give monetary gifts too. Windrush 
faculty and staff join me in expressing our thanks for your time and attention as well as your financial investment  
in Windrush. This Annual Report is for all of you.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Ilana Kaufman
Head of School
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The eight Windrush teachers 

who traveled to China this summer returned with vivid descriptions,  
stunning footage, fresh teaching ideas, and closer to each other. Their  
weeklong itinerary was jam-packed with cul-
tural activities and visits to historical sights 
that included the Forbidden City and Great Wall 
at Mutianyu as well as the Terracotta soldiers 
and horses in Xian. They also checked out the 

Shanghai World Expo. The 
highlight was visiting a 
rural school in GuanAi, 
where the group met with 
about 30 Rural China 
Educational Foundation 
(RCEF) teachers to share 
ideas about reading and 
service learning projects. 

“It was an amazing way to see China,” said Dana 
Rosenberg, the Health and Human Development 

Educator. “One of our guides joked with us that we are officially Chinese 
because we saw so much.”

While visiting Xiaochao Primary School, the Chinese teachers discussed 
and shared examples of service learning projects and showed pictures and 
videos from projects they have led. Windrush teachers shared our school’s 
service learning philosophy along with project ideas. They were also able to 
work directly with some students. 

Upon returning to Windrush, Dana shared one of the projects with col-
leagues, which involved sweet potato cultivation, a predominant crop in  
the region. She also showed a video documenting the project. Through her 

Cultural Resolution
	 China trip brings 
	 new insight to 
	 Windrush community

Top left: Amrit Chima, Amerika 

Sanchez, Dianne Driscoll, Jeanie 

McKenzie and Lisa Hensley atop 

the Great Wall.

Center right: Lion in the  

Forbidden City in Beijing

Center left: Lisa Hayle at  

Xiaochao Primary School

continued on next page...
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presentation, Windrush teachers learned new ways service learning can be 
used to teach an array of skills. 

“We learned an incredible amount from the teachers and students,” Dana said.

Dianne Driscoll, 3rd grade teacher and Elementary Academic Program Director, 
also deeply enjoyed visiting the school, especially talking with teachers. “I was 
very inspired,” she said.

6th Grade Humanities Teacher Lisa Hayle remarked that the China trip “pro-
foundly” affected her worldview. She learned that the Unites States and China 
“have much to learn from each other, and share responsibility for caring for  
our environment.” Lisa found visiting the school very interesting and was  

impressed by a project that transformed 4th 
graders into political activists for an anti-smoking 
campaign in a nearby town. 

“Being at the school and soaking in the dedication 
of the teachers, appreciating the hardships of their 
work conditions changed me,” Lisa said. “It was 
profound to see such teamwork and passion and 
openness.”

Music Teacher Jeannie McKenzie attempted to  
collect Chinese lullabies, a pursuit she found  
rewarding in unexpected ways. 

“We traded songs and everyone sang together, 
helping each other out with lyrics as they went along and ending in laughter,” 
Jeannie said. “One of the teachers told me that she had never had the op-
portunity to sing with the other teachers, and she seemed quite happy about 
the experience…I was reminded once again of the power music has to unite 
people, and the simplicity and accessibility of the voice as an instrument for 
building community.”

Lisa Hensley—Middle School Drama teacher, 8th Grade advisor, High School 
Liaison and Alumni Outreach Coordinator—was struck by the country’s incred-
ible architecture. She was stunned by the sharp contrast between the ancient 
culture and modernization, the evidence of a rapidly changing society. She 
loved strolling through China’s narrow streets and alleys called hutongs. “We 
walked through one in Beijing the first morning and it was such a colorful and 
exciting place, even early morning,” she said.

From our travelers’ stories it is apparent the trip affected each teacher in 
compelling, profound and enduring ways that will enrich the entire Windrush 
community. Everyone returned from China with a new perspective and elated to 
share what they learned with their students and colleagues. 

Top left: Forbidden City Temple 

in Beijing

Center left: Dianne Driscoll with 

a teacher and students from the 

Xioachao Primary School
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Every Wednesday  
at Windrush School,
children eagerly rummage through crates of  
organic produce to load Farm Stand boxes chockfull 
of fresh fruits and vegetables for subscribers. The 
Windrush Farm Stand—a revolutionary school fund-
raiser, likely the first of its kind—provides hands-on 
learning opportunities, and encourages healthy and 
environmentally sustainable habits. Thanks to the 

Farm Stand, families have enjoyed succulent white corn, juicy nectarines, deep 
red beets and much more. Some children even eat kohlrabi now, which makes 
parents’ hearts sing!

“Our goal is to encourage consumption of more real food while decreasing pack-
aging,” said Farm Stand organizer Lucy Aghadjian. “And a fresh delivery of 1,000 
pounds of fruit and vegetables [every week] seems like a great start!”

“The children have the opportunity to experience the sensations of real food– 
produce still has traces of dirt; there are new shapes and tastes: spring onions 
untrimmed and more than two feet long, cabbages bigger than most of their 
heads, carrots sweeter than most candy, and giant yellow globes of pummelo, 
which offer a citrus taste totally new to them. Families commit to buying fresh 
produce every week and therefore using it each week.” 

With the help of students and parents, the Farm Stand has provided weekly boxes 
of carefully selected fruits and vegetables from a variety of local organic farms to 
the school community and surrounding neighbors since 2007. Fresh produce is 
far more tasty and healthy than supermarket produce for several reasons. Within 
a week of harvest, natural sugars in fruits and vegetables turn to starches and it 
takes seven to 14 days for many items to get to supermarkets. The average food 
product in the United States travels more than 1,500 miles, causing 10 times more 
carbon emissions than local food. A significant amount of one’s food bill pays for 
packaging, waste that is significantly reduced through buying fresh produce.

“When kids get excited about why certain produce comes to them during 
specific seasons and how those items nourish their minds, bodies and spirits 
with season-specific vitamins and minerals, it’s a fabulous moment,” said Ilana 
Kaufman, Head of School. “I remember giving a student—who had never been 
beyond the supermarket for his produce—his first Pink Lady apple. I asked him 
to just pause, to close his eyes and to really taste and smell the fruit. After a 
few bites, he looked up at me a bit dazed and said, ‘Ilana, this tastes like green 
apple candy, but better! And now I get it, green apple candy is trying to taste 
like nature.’” 

The Fruitful Farm Stand

Lucy contends Farm Stand subscribers develop a new relationship with food.

With the help of students 
and parents, the Farm 
Stand has provided weekly 
boxes of carefully selected 
fruits and vegetables from 
a variety of local organic 
farms to the school com-
munity and surrounding  
neighbors since 2007.



6

Dylan Bulkeley-Krane, Class of 2005, is a sophomore at 
Stanford University where he plans to major in Political 
Science. He is the director of the Stanford Speakers Bu-
reau, a student-run group that arranges campus speak-
ers. Dylan hopes to line up former U.K. Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, his Holiness the Dalai Lama, writer/commenta-
tor David Sedaris and screenwriter Aaron Sorkin among 
others. In 2008, Dylan interned for Illinois Senator Dick 
Durban, and for Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger in 
2009. This summer, Dylan worked on a research team for 
Stanford’s sociology department examining the political 
influences of boarding houses during the early decades 
of the U.S. Congress. Before going to Stanford, Dylan 
graduated from The Branson School, where he was class 
president his sophomore/junior year and student body 
president his senior year. He was on the lacrosse team, 
swim team and acted in several plays, which furthered 

his drama career that began at Windrush. 

Christian Chesterman, Class of 2005, recently returned from living 
in Slovakia as an exchange student in a small ranching town. He 
will attend Southern Oregon University this fall, where he will 
major in Outdoor Adventure Leadership. Christian graduated from 
Campolindo High School. The summer before his senior year, 
he volunteered with Amigos de las Americas, an international 
organization that offers community service opportunities for 
youth. Christian stayed in a Panamanian jungle village, where 
he supervised construction of a bridge and taught English 
and hygiene classes. The experience greatly improved his 
Spanish and whetted his appetite for travel. He has many 
aspirations that will take him abroad. He plans to become 
an international river-rafting guide, join the Peace Corps, 
and also “teach under-privileged youth the glory of com-
munal sports in order to prevent gang violence and give 
them a healthy way to express themselves physically.” 
During high school, he was president of the Mythol-
ogy Club for one year and vice president of the Quiz 

Alumni 
News

Jenny Haller

Christian Chesterman
continued on next page
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Bowl for two years. He was also captain of the JV Volleyball team for two years 
and captain of the Ultimate Frisbee team for one year. “Windrush taught me 
to never give up in the face of adversity,” Christian said. “I was taught that 
nothing could possibly hold me back if I put my mind to overcoming the issue. 
Nobody has the power to stop you but yourself, so you have to just push, no 
matter what.” 

Jenny Haller, Class of 2003, will complete her undergraduate studies at the 
University of California, Davis this spring. She recently interned at a local el-
ementary school, as she wants to earn her teaching credential and Master’s in 
Education. Since leaving Windrush, she graduated with honors from St. Mary’s 

College High School and traveled to Ireland, England and 
Egypt. Jenny’s older brother Jason, Class of 2000, recently 
returned from playing American football in Italy. He started 
playing football at Windrush and then played at Occidental 
College. “Windrush gave me the opportunities to be a part of 
different activities and sports, as well as really see what my 
strengths are in academics,” Jenny said. “I have also taken 
many friendships from Windrush and continue to have them 
to the present day.”

Elizabeth Preuss, Class of 2004, currently attends Drexel 
University in Pennsylvania where she studies Criminal Justice 
as she aspires to be a Forensic Scientist. She hopes to intern 
at a DNA lab next summer. Elizabeth graduated high school 
from San Domenico School for Girls in San Anselmo where 
she was involved with the Dance Ensemble and Theater Arts. 
In 2007, she traveled to Scotland to perform in the American 
High School Theater Festival at the Edinburgh International 
Festival. She currently performs with Drexel University’s Dance 
Ensemble. “Windrush helped me see that you shouldn’t be 
afraid to go for something, even if it seems out of reach,” 

Elizabeth said. “The teachers helped me believe in myself because they  
believed in me.”

Jonas Specter, Class of 2006, is a senior at El Cerrito High School and will 
attend Hampshire College in Amherst, MA in 2011. While in high school,  
Jonas has played baseball and was on the debate team for three years.  
During his junior year he served as his class’ student teacher. Jonas will 
spend five months of the upcoming school year living on an Israeli kibbutz. 
He remarked that Windrush helped him improve his social skills and become 
more considerate. “I am genuinely grateful for the opportunity I had to attend 
Windrush,” he said. 

Alumni 
News

Elizabeth Preuss
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Windrush School gratefully acknowledges the current and alumni families, former 
students, grandparents and special friends as well as foundations and corporations that generously supported  
Windrush during fiscal year July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2010. We are fortunate to have a community of such dedicated 
supporters. With your support, we will continue to provide an education that enables students to meet the future 
with confidence, competence, resilience and grace. The following list includes all gifts to the school. 

Director’s Circle ($5,000 and above)
Anonymous (1)

William McCoy & Natasha Beery

Hilary Krane & Kelly Bulkeley

Robert & Janet Campbell

JoAnn Asami & James Hanson

Thomas & Hilary Hoynes

Rebecca Ratcliff & Ken Jones

Caroline McCall & Eric Martin

Nina McDonald & Mark Camps

David Mead & Lisa Pascual

Roger Pearson & Catherine Johnson

Nadine Tang & Bruce Smith

Anthony Thompson

Joe & Jennifer Villeneuve

Sponsor ($2,500 - $4,999)
Anonymous (1)

Jennifer & Kate Campbell

Oren & Catherine Cheyette

Elizabeth Carty & Ernest Galvan

Madeleine Dunphy & Chris Geiger

Lou & Ginny Hoynes

Ilana Kaufman & Gretchen Verner Kaufman

Jane Breyer & Steve Lipson

Pearson Miller & Laurie Kossoff

Lori Klumb & Jamie Rusin

Cyndi Sunderman & Scott Stanfield

Patron ($1,000 - $2,499)
Anonymous (2)

Jean Nudelman & Richard Bock

Steven Caccamo & Lori Schweitzer

Latondra & Terry Goode

Rosalind Hamar

Bonnie Whitler & Otho Hinchey

Justine Hume

Wendy Fiering & Tim Kieschnick

Robert Lewis

Victoria Mancuso & Rebecca Jackson

Jon McPherson & Susan Brand

Sarah Maxim & Nobertus Nuranto

Ed Osborn

Richard & Margit Roos-Collins

Ann Root

Cheryl Scott & Stephen Robinson

Karen & Peter Shebek

Andre Smiley

Carol Lynn Thompson

Leslie & Troy Tyler

Benefactor ($500 - $999)
Cheryl Newbrough & Lucy Aghadjian

Anne Hirozawa & Peter Brantley

Jill Detweiler & Ben Clemens

Rachel Shuh & David Humphries

Chris & Karen King

Anna Erickson & William Luckett

Kathey & Thomas Marsden

Joshua Minor & Allison Torres

Alex & Sonya Nichols

Ricki Blau & Bill Reeves

Anna Martinez-Rivero & Mauro Rivero

Tatiana Pereira & Claudio Rohrsetzer

Jack Scheinman & Laura Gilmore

William Strong & Teresa Rubio

Valerie McCann Woodson & 	  

	 Brian Woodson, Sr.

Jong Yoon & Bella Doshi

Supporter ($250 - $499)
Ellen Becherer

Roland Bergfelt & Katie Murphy

David & Jenny Bond

Suriyanto Bongso & Viska Tan

Barbara Boster

Amanda Rittenhouse & Jonathan Botkin

Andre Boursse & Annis Arthur

Liching & Trung Cao

Laura Martin-Chapin & John Chapin

Lhakpa & Tsering Chomphel

Jessie Cohen & Jane Bonacich

Mike & Pam Crane

Barbara D’Arcy

Rachel & Celeste Demitrios

Vince Draddy

Ken & Pauline Feinstein

Jeffrey Friedman & Kathy Lee

Tracy & Brody Giles

Hagit Cohen & Neil Goldberg

Scott & Karen Harris

Teresa Henry

Philip Hilton & Stephanie Sisk-Hilton

Dean & Denise Kaneshiro

Patty Silk & Michael Kloess

Betty Bleicher & Paul Minsky

Izumi Nakai

Deborah Brown & Colby Olds

Thomas Painter & Patricia Hennigan

Gabriel Russo & Suzanne Tan

Bonney Lynch & Paul Simon

Anthony & Winnie Tan

Laura Kyropoulos & Philip van Eyck

Carolyn & Roy West

Anette & Fred Wilkinson

Thet Shein Win & Mick Markham

Judith Wolff

Friend (up to  $250)
Anonymous (5)

Luci Castruita & Michael Aldaco

Mariela Robles & Gabriel Alvarez

Marian Asami

Victor Avalos & Araceli Salazar de Avalos

Andrew Beahrs & Elizabeth Windchy

Whendee Silver Beissinger & Steve Beissinger

Maer & Joni Ben-Yisrael

Clarence Berger-Greer & Jim Greer

Johanna Bolling

Mishal Boscana

Sally McGarrahan & Earle Bradshaw

Ayden Bremner

Tom & Jan  Brown

Rosa Bundy

Kelly Bush

Ella & William Callow

Jae Carranza

Amrit Chima

Faith & Jerry Chou

Amma  Oduro & Scott Classen

Dede Collett & Jeff Grether

Elizabeth Coscia

Windrush Community

continued on next page
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Rennea Couttenye

Peter Croucher & Silvia Mascheretti

David & Thea Daniels

Darril dela Torre & Helen Levay

Tara & Michael DeRosa

Marvin & Robin Dozier

Renee Edmonds

Brenda & David Farrell

Ilene & Stan Feinstein

Mrs. C. Audrey Friet

Sue Gardner & Sharon Farrell

John Gioia & Jennifer Peck

Leslie & Tom Goldstein

Ezelia Goode

LaRonn Gray

Dave Grayson

Brian Griedel & Deirdre Olynick

Jane Diamond & Matt Haber

Chere Douglas & Roger Hand

William Hanson & Zaretta Hammond

Kristen Hawkinson

Lisa Hayle

Claire Broome & John Head

Elizabeth Heilman

Lisa Hensley

Helen Liu & Xin Hu

Cynthia Huynh & Jim Barnhart

Kevin Jacobson & Aisha Bastiaans

Christopher  Johnson

Myoung Kang

Michael Kerner & Tai Moses

Daniel & Eunice Kim 

Gary Klein

David Kline & Laura Taub

Luke Kreinberg

Jose & Maria Limon

Ted Lobman & Catherine Hanson

Anne Malamud

Kai Marks

David Mather & Tia Halpern

Rose Messina

Kyle & Guy Miller

Elaine Miyamori

Hassan Ngadi & Lee Micheaux

Sean O’Brien & Laura Wilt

Patrick O’Reilly

James & Shari Ough

Camille Crittenden & John Palmer

Gay Pelletier & Nick Paszty

Eleanor Pepples

Bobbi Poulton

Betsy Quayle

Kit Ratcliff & Janet Tam

Paul Rice & Marisol Aguilar

Shari Sacks

Mark & Julie Salinas

Ruben Sanchez

Rebecca & Brian Shea

Richele Howell & Michael Sherman

Carol & Craig Stenstrom

Lisa & Ketut Suardana

Todd Takaki & Mia Casino

Ida Baldonado & Glen Teshima

Russ Tremain & Sandra Chinn

Alfonse & Balbina Upshaw

Melissa & Jukka Vainio

Assiamira Ferrara & Stephen Van Den Eeden

Aimee VanDragt-Heinzelman

Maya Varian

Malieka Bundy & Tod Weiss

Kathy & James Wimberly

Jean & Mark Witzke

Samantha Worthington

Robert Young & Betty Lindgren-Young

Iwei Chen Yun

Matching Gift Companies  
and Foundations
Bank of America Matching Gift Program

ChevronTexaco Matching Gift Program

The Clorox Company Foundation

Google Matching Gift Program

Kaiser Permanente Giving Campaign

Novartis Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

Foundations, Corporations  
and Others
Anonymous (1)

ACR Foundation

Arete Consulting

Elizabeth Carty Consulting

Crossborder Energy

Dana Meyer Auto Care

Free Cause

Great American Dry Cleaners

Naturalists at Large

North Berkeley Investment Partners, LLC

Pastime Ace Hardware

Pension Dynamics Corporation

Proforma Concepts Unlimited

Ratcliff Architects

Sun Light & Power

Target

Umpqua Bank

Wells Fargo Foundation

Zickler Family Foundation

Windrush School financial picture at a glance...
2009 – 2010 Expenses2009 – 2010 Revenue

Tuition 
   87%

Salaries & 
Benefits  
43%

Other Fees & Income 
2%

Other Expenses
29%

Tuition Assistance 
16%

Contributions 
11% 

Department Expenses  	
	 13%	
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1800 Elm Street • El Cerrito, CA 94530 
T 510.970.7580 • F 510.215.2326 

www.windrush.org

For more information, please call the 
Admissions Office at 510.970.7580 x203.  
Visit our website at www.windrush.org.

Windrush School is open to all children without regard to ethnicity, 
religion, sex, national origin, sexual orientation, medical condition 

or handicap, or any other legally protected status.

Accredited by California Association of Independent Schools and 
Western Assocation of Schools and Colleges

Certified Bay Area Green Business
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